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ACCLAMATIONS 
 

 

 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He has given us new life and hope. 

He has raised Jesus from the dead. 

God has claimed us as his own. 

He has brought us out of darkness. 

He has made us light to the world. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

 

Here are words you may trust.  

Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead:  

he is our salvation, our eternal glory.  

If we die with him, we shall live with him; 

if we endure, we shall reign with him.  

If we deny him, he will deny us; 

if we are faithless, he keeps faith.  

For he has broken the power of death 

and brought life and immortality to light through 

the gospel.  

 

  



WELCOME  
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  571  WE BRING YOU, LORD, 

OUR PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

We bring you, Lord, our prayer and praise 

that every child of earth 

should live and grow in freedom's ways, 

in dignity and worth. 

We praise for such a task begun 

to serve each other's need, 

for every cause of justice won, 

for every fetter freed. 

Our prayers are for a world in pain 

where force and fear prevail, 

the plough becomes the sword again, 

and hope and harvests fail. 

Alike our prayer and praise express 

the wants of humankind, 

that those in bondage and distress 

their larger freedoms find. 

So may we still maintain the fight 

till earth's oppressions cease 

before the universal right 

to liberty and peace. 

In Christ we learn to love and care 

and spread his truth abroad; 

and in his Name we lift our prayer: 

'Your kingdom come, O Lord.' 



 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you. 
 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION 

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 

we come to you in sorrow for our sins,  

and confess to you our weakness and unbelief.  
 

CONFESSION 

We have lived by our own strength,  

and not by the power of your resurrection.  

In your mercy, forgive us.  

Lord, hear us and help us.  
 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes,  

as faithless and not believing.  

In your mercy forgive us.  

Lord, hear us and help us.  
 

We have lived for this world alone,  

and doubted our home in heaven.  

In your mercy, forgive us.  

Lord, hear us and help us.   
 

ABSOLUTION 

May the God of love and power 

forgive you and free you from your sins,  

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit  

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive 

our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 
 

 

THE COLLECT 

Risen Christ, 

your wounds declare your love for the world 

and the wonder of your risen life: 

give us compassion and courage 

to risk ourselves for those we serve, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen.  
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 



FIRST READING: ACTS 8.26-40 

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go 

towards the south to the road that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up 

and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court 

official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of 

her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to 

worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he 

was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, 

‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and 

heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you 

understand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, 

unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in 

and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he 

was reading was this: 

‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

    and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

        so he does not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

    Who can describe his generation? 

        For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 

The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does 

the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 

else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 

scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about 

Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some 

water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to 

prevent me from being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot 

to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down 

into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up 

out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; 



the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 

rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was 

passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to 

all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL HYMN 569   THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS 

JUSTICE AND JOY  

 

The kingdom of God is justice and joy; 

For Jesus restores what sin would destroy. 

God's power and glory in Jesus we know; 

And here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 

The kingdom of God is mercy and grace; 

The captives are freed, the sinners find place, 

The outcast are welcomed God's banquet to share; 

And hope is awakened in place of despair. 

The kingdom of God is challenge and choice: 

Believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 

God's love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross: 

Our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss. 

God's kingdom is come, the gift and the goal; 

In Jesus begun, in heaven made whole. 

The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call; 

And all things cry "Glory!" to God all in all. 

 



 

GOSPEL READING : JOHN 15:1-8 

We stand and face the Gospel 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He 

removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch 

that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You 

have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken 

to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 

can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the 

branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 

fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever 

does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 

withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 

and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 

ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My 

Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 

become my disciples. 
 

 

(At the end) 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

Let us declare out faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  



Christ died for our sins  

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he was buried;  

he was raised to life on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

afterwards he appeared to his followers, 

and to all the apostles; 

this we have received,  

and this we believe.  

Amen.  
 

INTERCESSIONS 

 

THE PEACE 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 

‘Peace be with you’. Then were they glad when they saw the 

Lord.  Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN  

During which a collection will be taken 
 

HYMN 665   I AM THE LIGHT WHOSE BRIGHTNESS 

SHINES  

 

I am the light whose brightness shines                                   

on every pilgrims way,                                                                 

and brings to evil’s darkest place                                           

the glorious light of day.                                                            

I am the Gate that leads to life                                                

along the narrow way,                                                         



the Shepherd who will tend my sheep                                                     

that none are lost or stray. 

I am the Well from whose fresh springs                                 

life-giving water flows                                                         

and on each side the tree of life                                          

with leaves for healing grows. 

I am the Bread, God’s gift from heaven,                               

sent down to satisfy                                                           

that hunger which cries out for food;                                  

who eats shall never die.             

I am the Vine whose branches grow                                    

united in one root;                                                             

who dwell in me, and I in them,                                          

shall live and never die. 

I am the Resurrection life,                                                     

the power of God whereby                                                

whoever truly trusts in me                                                 

shall live and never die. 

I am the Way, the Truth, the Life,                                        

and truth shall set you free                                                     

to seek and find the way to life                                            

and live that life in me. 



PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.  

In your loving care you spread before us the table of life  

and give us the cup of salvation to drink.  

Keep us always in the fold of our Saviour and our Shepherd,  

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Blessed be God forever.  
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

The Lord be with you  

and also with you.                         

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.   

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
      

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 

in your love you made us for yourself. 

When we turned away you did not reject us, 

but came to meet us in your Son. 

You embraced us as your children 

and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 
      

In Christ you shared our life 

that we might live in him and he in us. 

He opened his arms of love upon the cross 

and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
      

On the night he was betrayed, 

at supper with his friends 

he took bread, and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 



Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 

his body is the bread of life. 

 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 

he gave you thanks, and said: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 

his blood is shed for all. 
      

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 

send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 

may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

As we eat and drink these holy gifts 

make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
      

With your whole Church throughout the world 

we offer you this sacrifice of praise 

and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 
      

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.   

Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup  

We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  
 

THE AGNUS DEI 

 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 
 

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 

Most merciful Lord,  

your love compels us to come in.  

our hands were unclean,  

our hearts were unprepared; 

we were not fit  

even to eat the crumbs from under your table.  



But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation,  

and share your bread with sinners.  

So cleanse us and feed us  

with the precious body and blood of your Son,  

that he may live in us and we in him; 

and that we, with the whole company of Christ,  

may sit and eat in your Kingdom.  

Amen.  

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Eternal God, 

whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: 

grant us to walk in his way, 

to rejoice in his truth, 

and to share his risen life; 

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us  

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  

to be a living sacrifice.  

Send us out in the power of your Spirit  

to live and work to your praise and glory.  

Amen.  

 



NOTICES AND BANNS 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 494  I THE LORD OF SEA AND SKY 

 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

my hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am Lord, Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard You calling in the night. 

I will go Lord, if You lead me. 

I will hold Your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

 

I have born my peoples pain. 

I have wept for love of them.                                                     

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

Give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak My word to them.                                                 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? 

I have heard You calling in the night. 

I will go Lord, if You lead me. 

I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 



I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. 

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide, 

Till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? 

I have heard You calling in the night. 

I will go Lord, if You lead me. 

I will hold Your people in my heart 

 
 

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

 

God the Father,  

Open to you the gates of everlasting life.  

God the Son,  

give you joy as you share the Easter faith.  

God the Holy Spirit,  

Empower you to live the live of the risen Lord.  

And the blessing of God almighty  

The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  

Be among you and remain with you always.  

Amen.  
 

With the power that raised Jesus from the dead, 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 

Please join us for coffee and a chat after the service. 



 
KEEP IN TOUCH 

Visit our website: www.holyspirit-clapham.org.uk 

Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/CHSClapham 

Follow us on twitter: @holyspiritsw4 

 

Other useful contact details 

Wardens - wardens@holyspirit-clapham.org.uk 

 

Vicar - 07740 647 603 vicar@holyspirit-clapham.org.uk 

 

Administrator - 020 8675 8094 office@holyspirit-

clapham.org.uk 
 

 
 

 

 

We are a church congregating in the church building and online for services 

and fellowship, offering practical support to the vulnerable, and care to 

everyone in our community. 

Your church is a charity and is reliant on your generosity to 

sustain those services and care, so please support it now with 

your gift.  

 

You can do that on https://www.holyspirit-

clapham.org.uk/donate or through this QR code on your 

smartphone camera. 

http://www.holyspirit-clapham.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/CHSClapham
mailto:wardens@holyspirit-clapham.org.uk
mailto:office@holyspirit-clapham.org.uk
mailto:office@holyspirit-clapham.org.uk

